
July 26, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on July 

26, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny Turner 

presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene Teague, 

Mark Stroud and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Finance Director Linda Conover, Clerk of 

Council Karen Roberts, Officer Coretha Gravely, Police Chief Sean Dunn, Animal Control 

Officer E.C. Stone and Community Planner Susan McCulloch.   

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice 

Mayor Bowles, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; and Mayor Turner, aye.  Council Member Stroud 

was not present during the vote.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following 

matters: (A) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the 

conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Vice 

Mayor Bowles, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in 

favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Stroud, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; Council 

Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; and Council Member Hodge, aye.  

Following the invocation by Council Member Stroud and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the July 12, 2016 Council Meeting – Mayor Turner 

made a correction referring to the comments by City Manager.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a 

motion to approve the minutes, motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with a 5-0 

Council vote in favor to approve the minutes as corrected.   

Present a proclamation to Jim Tobin on his retirement as Executive Director of 

Piedmont Community Services – Council Member Stroud read the proclamation then along 

with other Council Members, presented it to Mr. Tobin.  Stroud thanked him for his dedication 

and service. Mr. Tobin said it had been an opportunity to represent Piedmont Community 

Services over the years and thanked the Council Members.  Vice Mayor Bowles said Tobin was 

a valuable asset to the community.  Council Member Teague also thanked him for his service. 
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Presentation of Proclamation regarding Tuesday, August 2, 2016 National Night Out – 

Council Member Hodge read the proclamation. Police Chief Sean Dunn thanked the Council 

Members for the opportunity to be recognized and thanked the neighborhood captains for 

being present.  He stated that Officer Coretha Gravely and the neighborhood captains are the 

Night Out Dream Team.  Activities are being offered August 2, 2016 from 6:00-8:00pm and 

invited everyone to attend.  Dunn said he hopes to see Council Members and citizens at all of 

the locations.  Vice Mayor Bowles stated that the City Police Department has a great 

relationship with the community.  Council Member Stroud said the City could not have the 

success it does without the participation by the neighborhood captains.   
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Conduct a public hearing regarding rezoning property located at 925 Boden Street from 

R-9 Residential to C-3 Commercial – Susan McCulloch summarized previous meetings and a 

duly advertised public hearing held previously as well as requirements needed for rezoning 

approval. Staff recommends Council approve the request to rezone the property.  Bowles asked 

about the guardrail on Boden Street. McCulloch said Chris Morris, City Engineer was following 

up on the guardrail concern.  Hodge asked if McCulloch had received any correspondence 

from any other residents regarding the fencing.  McCulloch said no one had contacted her with 

any real concerns for or against rezoning. Bowles asked for confirmation that signatures were 

not required, McCulloch confirmed that Mr. Wright obtained the signatures only as a show of 

support.  Mr. Wright, property owner thanked Council for their time.  Mayor Turner opened 

the public hearing.  No one approached the podium so the public hearing was closed. Teague 

thanked Mr. Wright for reaching out to the area residents and said it showed that he was 

trying to be a good neighbor.  Hodge echoed Teague’s comments and thanked Mr. Wright for 

his cooperation.  Bowles made a motion to approve rezoning the property as requested, Hodge 

seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 
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Hear a presentation from Virginia First Cities – City Manager Leon Towarnicki 

introduced members of VFC.  He said there was information provided at a previous meeting so 

he had asked those representatives to attend a Council meeting to share those details with 

Council Members.  Kelly Harris-Braxton, Executive Director of Virginia First Cities presented a 

PowerPoint and printed information to Council regarding Virginia First Cities. She summarized 

what VFC represents and how it began.  She pointed out that Council Member Stroud and 

City Manager Towarnicki are VFC board members.  She detailed VFC membership and policy 

priorities.  Vice Mayor Bowles and Council Member Hodge questioned VFC relationship with 

schools related to education.  Teague asked if Towarnicki would be on the Brownsfield call 

Wednesday.  VFC Legislative Director Laura Bateman explained VFC advocacy along with the 

General Assembly 2016 initiatives and outcomes regarding education and public safety.  

Mayor Turner asked if the City had Brownsfield money set aside, Assistant City Manager 

Wayne Knox explained that the money set aside is assessment money.  Also present was Jim 

Regimbal of Fiscal Analytics, LTD who described state revenues under-performance in FY2016 

and where budget cuts would take place. He explained theories for slowing Virginia Revenue 

Growth. Teague suggested that strategies should probably be put into place now for shortfalls 

expected next year. Turner asked about a measure for economic development success. 

Braxton said they are always willing to discuss changes to policies.      

Hear a presentation from Police Animal Control regarding a summer intern project 

related to pets, pet safety, and microchipping – City Manager Towarnicki introduced the Police 

Department’s summer intern Hunter Jennings, a rising senior at Virginia Tech and E.C. 

Stone, City Animal Control Officer.  Jennings shared her education history and details on her 

major.  She detailed her project including research involved in her internship.  Her focus was 

on microchip usage including laws, regulations, usage, pros and cons.  She says if an animal 

is lost to contact the SPCA or animal control and not the veterinarian office.  She detailed 

some animal control laws including noise violations, registration, vaccination, and maximum 



July 26, 2016 
number of animals allowed at a City residence. She detailed leash and chain laws.  She 

summarized issues and concerns of abandonment, animals left in hot cars, dogs running at 

large, bites, and City ordinances regarding livestock and fowl. Bowles asked about electronic 

fencing, Stone explained underground fencing and wireless monitor systems.  Jennings 

explained charges of impoundment and animal cruelty charges. Hodges asked about the 

number of animals within the City that are microchipped.  Teague said the City contributes to 

the SPCA to ensure the City’s location is a no-kill shelter.  Jennings thanked Chief Dunn, 

Police Captain Fincher and Stone for allowing her to participate in the internship this 

summer.  

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s August 9, 2016 meeting for the purpose 

of receiving names of citizens interested in an appointment for one unexpired 3-year term on 

the Martinsville City School Board ending June 30, 2017 – City Manager Towarnicki said the 

hearing would be set for August 9 and any resident interested would need to present 

themselves at that meeting or have their name mentioned.  Council Member Teague made a 

motion to set hearing for August 9, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

 

Consider adoption of draft Firearms Ordinance on first reading – City Attorney Monday 

says the Commonwealth is specific about how localities can regulate firearms.  A state code 

was changed that affected land that was over 5 acres or zoned agricultural and since the City 

does not have either then that change was never made.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to 

approve the adoption on first reading, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion. Roll call 

vote: Hodge, aye; Bowles, aye; Stroud, aye; Teague, aye; Turner, aye. 
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Consider support of a grant application to provide funding for implementation of 

community based pre-trial and/or local probation services: City Manager Towarnicki asked for 

approval of the grant application letter provided to Council.  He explained the map related to 

community-based probation and pretrial services and the grant information provided.  One 

option for office space to manage the program would be the Housing office. The program is a 

popular and widespread program in the state and very unlikely that the grant money will 

diminish over time. Towarnicki said this could be the last opportunity to take advantage of the 

program.  Martinsville City would partner with Henry County and Patrick County.  Council 

Member Hodge made a motion to approve the letter, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Stroud appreciates prayers 

for his daughter-in-law who’s expecting her first child.  Council Member Hodge said that in 

November the Governor would hold a Housing Summit including five regional forums.  She 



July 26, 2016 
thanked Martinsville, Henry and Patrick County Association of Realtors for participating. One 

main issue is the lack of quality affordable rental units due to age of properties and HUD 

standards. Virginia Housing provides a tool/calculator on the website with data that should be 

adjusted.  Hodge also said a representative for Senator Tim Kaine contacted her to get input 

on the legislative agenda and the West Piedmont Planning legislative agenda including I73, 

brownsfield opportunities, affordable housing and potential impact of a reversion.  Vice Mayor 

Bowles added that lowering the minimum income adjustment would be a good idea.  She 

thanked former School Superintendent Pam Heath and Craig Deitrich on their service on the 

school board and congratulated Interim Superintendent Talley on his appointment.  Mayor 

Turner announced that the last Mustangs fireworks show would be Friday, August 5 and there 

would be a movie premier titled The Dressmaker on August 4.   

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Hardin Edwards, local veteran is requesting the 

City to erect a sign on City bridges to honor local veteran Paul Shorter, the most decorated 

soldier during WWII, Korea and Vietnam and in memory of Pearl Harbor survivor Herbert 

Gibbs who passed away September 2015.  Edwards asked that the City pay tribute to each of 

these veterans.  Mayor Turner said this request would be referred to the Veterans Service 

Organization so action can be taken to recognize these two soldiers. Turner turned the 

information over to the City Manager to follow up.  

Ural Harris of 217 Stewart Street referred to a letter regarding a lottery refund 

suggesting the refund be split between the City and Henry County.  

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Teague to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:51pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


